PRESS RELEASE: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WheelPower welcome MKFM as Title Sponsor of the
MKFM Tour de Vale Charity Bike Ride!
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WheelPower, the national charity for wheelchair sport, are delighted to
announce that Milton Keynes based radio station MKFM will become the title
sponsor for the Tour de Vale charity bike ride in 2021.
Since 2003, the Tour de Vale Charity Bike Ride has raised £800,000 for WheelPower and we are very
much looking forward to working alongside the team at MKFM to showcase this event to a wider
audience across their network.
The Tour de Vale is organised by WheelPower from our home at Stoke Mandeville Stadium, the
birthplace of the Paralympic movement. The event is our biggest fundraiser of the year and is very
much community driven. It is popular with people of all abilities, from individuals & families to
cycling clubs and is inclusive in every respect, welcoming many disabled cyclists to the start line.
Over the past 17 years the money raised has allowed WheelPower to reach thousands of disabled
children and newly injured adults throughout the UK, promoting the importance of health and
wellbeing through the benefits of sport and physical activity. This money has taken on even greater
importance in 2020 as we deal with over 50% loss of income due to the cancellation of events which
are so vital to us.

Prior to this year’s challenges, it was in 2019 that we saw over 1,400 riders on the start line at Stoke
Mandeville before setting them off on their respective cycling challenges. Together they raised an
amazing £56,000 for WheelPower and supported our programmes to reach even more people with
disabilities to stay active and access sporting opportunities throughout the UK. In 2020 the event still
took place in a ‘Alternative’ way as hundreds of riders challenged themselves over various distances
during the month of September. We are so grateful for their continued support and we now look
ahead to 2021 with the hope we can return to a more familiar Tour de Vale alongside our new
sponsors MKFM.
Jo Hall, WheelPower Event Organiser adds, “Year on year our local community supports the Tour de
Vale charity bike ride and a truly fantastic amount of funds have been raised to continue our work of
helping disabled children and adults to take part in sport. The Tour de Vale would not be possible
without the support of our incredible volunteers, sponsors and supporters and we can’t thank them
enough for taking WheelPower to their hearts through this wonderful community driven event. I am
delighted to welcome MKFM onboard and I look forward to working closely with them to deliver our
best ever MKFM Tour de Vale in 2021”.
Darren Dorrington, MKFM Chief Executive comments, “MKFM are proud to be working with
WheelPower’s Tour de Vale next year and covering the event. After what has been a disaster of a
year for outdoor events, we will all welcome this one and hoping more people than ever with join
the cycle in 2021”
Martin McElhatton, WheelPower Chief Executive concludes, “The Tour de Vale Charity Bike Ride is
WheelPower’s biggest fundraising event and we are delighted that it attracts families, club cyclists,
and hand cyclists from our local community here in Buckinghamshire and beyond. The vital funds it
raises help us to support disabled people who have had life changing injuries, which this year is of
even greater importance due to many shielding and being isolated in their homes. By providing
access to sport and physical activity opportunities, WheelPower help people to overcome their
injuries and see a positive future. I am hugely proud of this event and I would like to thank MKFM
and their audience for joining us on this journey over the coming year.”

The MKFM Tour de Vale 2021 by WheelPower is due to take place
- Sunday 13 June 2021 -

Photo: 2 A thumbs up from a rider at Eythrope Park

Note to Editors:
Please feel free to use the images attached alongside this press release.
About WheelPower
WheelPower have been providing opportunities for people with physical impairments to take part in
sport for over 70 years. Based in Stoke Mandeville, the home of the Paralympic movement,
WheelPower is at the heart of wheelchair sport.
From first-timers to Paralympic medalists, we support and promote participation at all levels. We
have seen how playing sport can enrich lives, offering tremendous physical and psychological
benefits, whatever your age or ability.
During the current crisis WheelPower has continued to offer new opportunities for disabled people
to get active and stay active through a range of events and resources that include our popular
‘Exercise at Home’ fitness films and our live online classes. WheelPower also provides equipment
that enables disabled people to get active and support for a range of wheelchair sports associations.
About the Tour de Vale
Organised by WheelPower, the Tour de Vale Charity Bike Ride has raised funds which have
transformed the lives of thousands of disabled children and newly injured adults over the last 17
years.
In 2019 the Tour de Vale attracted over 1400 riders of all ages, abilities and fitness levels, creating an
event that’s inclusive, family friendly and community driven. The riders have three scenic routes to
choose from, which all start and end at Stoke Mandeville Stadium, and take them across the
beautiful Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire countryside. 2019 also saw the events largest
fundraising total to date, as the grand total topped £56,000.
Please keep up to date with announcements by visiting www.tourdevale.com and through our social
media channels. When posting about the event please always use the hashtag #TourdeVale.
Website:
www.wheelpower.org.uk
Social media:
WheelPower can be found on all channels so please do tag us into your posts using the
following: @wheelchairsport (Facebook) @wheelpower (twitter) @wheelpower_official (Instagram)
Contact: Matthew French, Marketing, Communication and Engagement Officer
Email: matthew.french@wheelpower.org.uk Tel: 01296 395995

